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Why? What’s the Big Deal? 
 
 
We see it all around us whether it is in our families, workplace, schools, or 
even here at Church. People are desiring a sense of community, and that is 
not by mistake. In fact, that is the exact way God has designed us. We are 
created to be relational and live in community with others. (Gen. 2:18) 
 
Yes, Sunday Mornings are extremely important at Immanuel and it is our 
prayer you are engaging well during that time; but our faith needs to be 
exercised daily. Our mission statement here at Immanuel is that everyone 
would be passionately pursuing God together and we want to provide a 
deeper opportunity for that togetherness to take place. (Acts 2:42-47) 
 
That is why this fall, and for the coming years, we are introducing 
LifeGroups at Immanuel Church. Every element of our groups system is 
designed to make it easy for people to step outside of their comfort zone 
and engage with the people of God in a very real way. LifeGroups are for 
the newest person at Immanuel, to the twenty-year veteran. To the 
students in our student ministry, to the senior lunch bunch. 
 
Whether you are reading this because of your interest in joining, being a 
leader, or just trying to learn about this model; we are excited to share our 
entire plan with you. Nothing is a secret because YOU whether a leader, or 
group member, are an important and key piece to our LifeGroups going 
forward. These do not take place without you. 
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The Basic Model 
 
 
At the basics, our LifeGroups are run on a “sessional” basis in the Fall, 
Winter, and Spring. East session last 6-8 weeks and provides flexibility for 
you, the leader, and the Church. Signing up for one lifegroup does not 
mean you are committed to that lifegroup, and once the session has 
completed you are welcome to sign-up with a new group, continue on with 
your current lifegroup, lead a new lifegroup, or even take a step back if 
that’s what you need. 
 
The reason we allow this is because life throws us a curveball and 
sometimes what was once easy in the fall, isn’t as easy in the winter or 
spring. So, whether you are a leader, or group member, we want to provide 
an easy on and off ramp for you that can mesh well with the ebb and flow 
of life. 
 
 
When Will We Meet? 
 
As for meeting times within the session, that is left up to the discretion of 
the lifegroup leader. Leaders have the flexibility to choose the days and 
time that they meet. For example, if one lifegroup is meeting Monday 
Nights at 6:00pm-8:00pm you can see that doesn’t work and start another 
group meeting on Thursday Nights bi-weekly from 6:30pm-8:00pm. We 
understand that not everyone is on the same schedule and the difference in 
leaders will provide many opportunities for different people. 
 
Of course, if you’re not really knowing where to start and would like a little 
more structure, we can provide that too. Just email our Associate Pastor at 
shea@immanuelchurchfl.com and we can assist you in developing a 
lifegroup that is set-up to help you succeed and grow. 
  



Quick Start Guide 

IMMANUEL CHURCH 2019-2020 
3 

 

What Will We Study? 
 
Each LifeGroup will look different because not everyone is in the same 
season of life. That is why each LifeGroup leader has the opportunity to 
choose a study that they believe will benefit there group the most. Now, in 
the event that you really don’t know what to choose, here at Immanuel we 
have created a great first session guide to walk you through the 
fundamentals of the faith. Currently this is in E-Book/PDF format, but we 
could produce a print copy if you would desire one. 
 
In the coming future we are hoping to produce studies that would be free to 
you as a leader to use in your group walking through different books of the 
Bible and addressing different topics. There are also a ton of great 
devotional books, and online studies you can use as well. In the event you 
are still needing direction in this area just email our Associate Pastor at 
shea@immanuelchurchfl.com and we can assist you in developing a 
lifegroup that is set-up to help you succeed and grow. 
 
 
What are the Group Sizes? 
 
Great question! We believe that our LifeGroups will become an integral part 
of our lives here at Immanuel. The reality sets in though that we all cannot 
be part of the same group and so our desire is to follow the model Jesus 
set for us. Jesus walked through life with a group of twelve that he 
intentionally poured into to set loose on the world. We hope that you would 
be doing the same and when your group reaches that number of 12, or 
even a little more, it might be time to identify someone else who can be a 
leader and take part of that group elsewhere. You are more than welcome 
to come together on occasions but ask that we keep our numbers at no 
more than 12 to allow discussion to flow freely. 
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How Will New People Join? 
 
As more and more people start attending Immanuel more and more people 
are going to start attending LifeGroups. As an interest for joining a group 
develops, our staff will make sure we try to connect that individual with a 
group that is going to set them up for success. If you believe your group is 
too large let our Associate Pastor and we can “close” your group for that 
session. Otherwise we will have your location, meeting times, and study 
listed on our bulletins for people to openly see and hopefully engage with. 
 
 
What Are Qualifications for a Leader? 
 
In our minds I think we believe that you have to be a Pastor, or theological 
guru, in order to effectively lead a LifeGroup but that’s not the case at all. In 
fact, none of our Pastors lead a LifeGroup and that is by design. 
If you have a personal relationship with Christ, a willingness to facilitate 
discussion, and a heart for seeing people grow deeper in their faith than 
you can lead a LifeGroup. We’ll provide you with all the training and 
resources that you need to get started. Our goal is to do all the heavy lifting 
for you. 
 
 
How Do I Sign-Up to Lead, or show others to? 
 
Great Question! We make that sign-up as easy as possible. If you head 
over to ImmanuelChurchfl.com you’ll see at the top of the page a drop-
down folder for “CONNECT.” Click on that, and then click on the 
LifeGroups photo. That will lead you to an online form that is simple and 
easy that will be directed to our Associate Pastor who will help you with 
further questions. 
  



Quick Start Guide 

IMMANUEL CHURCH 2019-2020 
5 

 

Important LifeGroup Dates 
 
Fall: 
September 1st – Member/Group Leader Sign-Ups Begin 
September 26th – LifeGroups Fall Session Begins* 

This is currently our own group set to launch. If you would like to start 
a different time, we would love that. 

December 19th – Fall Sessions End 
 
 
Winter: 
January 5th – Member/Group Leader Sign-Ups Begin 
January 23rd – LifeGroups Winter Session Begins 
March 19th – Winter Sessions End 
 
 
Spring: 
March 15th – Member/Group Leader Sign-Ups Begin 
April 16th – LifeGroups Spring Session Begins 
June 25th – Spring Sessions End 
 
 
What If I Have More Questions? 
 
We want to make sure this process is as easy as possible for you whether 
you want to lead, or even just become a part of a group. If you have any 
more questions not answered above, feel free to just email our Associate 
Pastor at shea@immanuelchurchfl.com and we can assist you in 
developing a lifegroup that is set-up to help you succeed and grow. 
 
 
Thank you for interest in Immanuel Church and our LifeGroups! 


